
NEPPA 2026 Winter Expo 

Our 2026 Winter Expo was a wild ride to say the least. From postponing our date in January due to 

severe winter weather and then having another blizzard the weekend before our new date, February 

26th, it was really a challenge that we as a NEPPA community overcame. Fortunately, the weather and 

roads cleared up enough for our suppliers and distributors to arrive in CT and put on an expo that turned 

out to be a well-attended and fun event. We had a great turn-out of distributors arrive on expo day, and 

both banquet rooms were bustling all day.  

We are so VERY THANKFUL for our suppliers who were there and making this expo happen! Without 

them this expo wouldn’t have happened! It was truly a huge effort on everyone’s part that made this to 

be another successful Winter Expo! Hopefully next year the winter will collaborate with us a little more!  

Thank you to all our sponsors – Aura Badge, BAG MAKERS, Hit Promotional Products, Hub, SanMar, 

SnugZ USA, Spector Marketing and The Magnet Guys, who offered up great products with that World 

Cup flare! 

Ben MacDonald, The Ad King 

Tim Fox, Spector & Co. 

Committee Co-chairs 

 

A Look Ahead: Highlights from Our Session with PPAI’s Editor-in-Chief Josh Ellis 

After a whirlwind year for the promotional products industry, we were so grateful to welcome Josh Ellis, 

PPAI Editor-in-Chief, to our recent NEPPA gathering. Josh didn’t just brave the elements to join us for 

networking; he brought insight to the complex changes we’re all navigating in 2026. 

The Heart of the Conversation 

Josh’s thoughtful well researched talk was filled with practical takeaways designed to help both suppliers 

and distributors understand the industry shifts. 

Policy Made Simple: Josh broke down the "regulatory surprises" of last year—from D.C. legislation to 

new product safety rules—explaining exactly how they impact our daily business. 

•  The Future of Packaging: We explored Extended Producer        Responsibility (EPR). It sounds 

technical, but Josh made it        easy to understand how these packaging shifts are actually       

an opportunity for innovation. 

•  Sales & Growth: We looked at the current trajectory of                   distributor sales, helping us 

all see where the industry is          headed through the rest of the year. 

•  A Unified Voice: Josh shared an inspiring update on a new       advocacy initiative featuring 

senior industry leaders working      together to protect and promote the world of promo. 



Catch Up on the Conversation: The highlight for many was the lively Q&A session, where Josh answered 

the real-world questions on everyone's minds. It was a fantastic reminder that while the industry is 

changing fast, we’re navigating it together. 

Missed the live talk? You can watch the full recording and catch all of Josh's insights here. Watch the Josh 

Ellis Recap. 

Whether you’re looking to stay compliant or just looking for a bit of inspiration for your 2026 strategy, 

this session is well worth the watch. Thank you, Josh, for helping us see the path forward and to 

everyone who attended. 

Lisa Fosdick, The Promo Playbook 

Kathy Lojacono, HALO 

Committee Co-chairs 

 


